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Holy Father,
Mother Church
by TOM HOOPES

C

ardinal Jorge Bergoglio stood up among his fellow
cardinals in March 2013. They were preparing to
enter the conclave where they would choose the
successor to Pope Benedict XVI, who had just resigned.
“Put simply, there are two images of the Church: The
Church which evangelizes and comes out of herself …
and the worldly Church, living within herself, of herself,
for herself. … Thinking of the next pope: He must be a
man who, from the contemplation and adoration of
Jesus Christ, helps the Church to go out to the
existential peripheries, that helps her to be the fruitful
mother, who gains life from ‘the sweet and comforting
joy of evangelizing,’” he said.
His speech was only four minutes long, but it
captured the imagination of the College of Cardinals.
Within days, the election was over and Bergoglio had
to choose a new name: Pope Francis.
Ever since, Francis has been trying to fulfill the vision
of the Church that he announced in that short speech.
You can see it in the six major works of his pontificate.

Crowd during the Angelus
noon prayer. St. Peter’s
Square, at the Vatican.
© M.Migliorato/CPP/CIRIC
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I

t is impossible to believe
on our own. Faith is not
simply an individual decision
which takes place in the
depths of the believer’s
heart, nor a completely private relationship between
the "I" of the believer and
the divine "Thou," between
an autonomous subject and
God. By its very nature, faith
is open to the "We" of the
Church; it always takes place
within her communion.
— Lumen Fidei, 39

Pope Francis is greeted by youths
during an audience for middle schools
belonging to the “Cavalieri“ group,
which promote Christian life, in the
Paul VI Hall, at the Vatican.
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POPE FRANCIS

L

PRAYER

et us turn in prayer to Mary,
Mother of the Church and
Mother of our faith.
Mother, help our faith!
Open our ears to hear God’s word and to
recognize his voice and call.
Awaken in us a desire to follow in his
footsteps,
to go forth from our own land and to
receive his promise.
Help us to be touched by his love, that we
may touch him in faith.
Help us to entrust ourselves fully to him
and to believe in his love, especially at
times of trial, beneath the shadow of
the cross, when our faith is called to
mature.
Sow in our faith the joy of the Risen One.
Remind us that those who believe are
never alone.
Teach us to see all things with the eyes of
Jesus, that he may be light for our
path.
And may this light of faith always
increase in us,
until the dawn of that undying day which
is Christ himself, your Son, our Lord!
— Lumen Fidei, 60, the Solemnity of the Holy Apostles
Peter and Paul, June 29, 2013.
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Pope Francis at Apparitions
Chapel before the traditional
candle procession at Fatima‘s
Sanctuary, Leiria, Portugal.
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T

here are Christians whose
lives seem like Lent without
Easter. I realize of course
that joy is not expressed the
same way at all times in life, especially
at moments of great difficulty. Joy
adapts and changes, but it always
endures, even as a flicker of light born
of our personal certainty that, when
everything is said and done, we are
infinitely loved.
— Evangelii Gaudium, 6
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OUVREZ LES PORTES !

Pope Francis looks
at the newly
released balloons,
which remained
caught in the
window during the
Angelus noon
prayer in St. Peter’s
Square at the
Vatican.
© M.MIGLIORATO/CPP/CIRIC

A

Christian finds joy in mission: Go out to
people of every nation!

A Christian experiences joy in following a
command: Go forth and proclaim the good news!
A Christian finds ever new joy in answering a call:
Go forth and anoint!
— Homily of Pope Francis at Holy Mass and
Canonization of Blessed Fr. Junípero Serra,
National Shine of the Immaculate Conception,
Washington, D.C., September 23, 2015
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FIVE QUESTIONS TO ASK ABOUT A

POPE FRANCIS QUOTE

FIRST: What did Pope Francis really
say? Don’t take a secular news report’s word
for it: Go to the source— the pope’s actual
words. You can find transcripts online, often
published by Catholic News Agency or the
National Catholic Register. Eventually, they all
appear at the Vatican’s website (Vatican.va), too.
Many of the troubling quotes of Pope Francis
will simply disappear into thin air when you
read his words— because he is often reported
saying things he didn’t really say.
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P

ope Francis is not
the fire-breathing
radical some make him
out to be. He is also
neither foolish nor naive.
He is, in fact, continuing
a project his predecessors
started: He is making the
Church relevant again to
a world that badly wants
to write us off.
But reading Francis
takes a little more
effort than reading St.
John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI. They spent
their university care ers
training themselves to
say things using only the exact right words. Not
Pope Francis.
In my book What Pope Francis Really Said,
I point out that from his very first homily,
it became obvious you have to ask certain
questions to understand Pope Francis quotes
properly.

SECOND: Who did he say it to— and
why? I used this key question to understand
every Pope Francis outrage, from his first homily
to the latest headline.
In his first homily as pope on March 14,
2013, in the Sistine Chapel, Francis said: "When
we do not profess Jesus Christ, we profess the
worldliness of the devil." Yikes. Did the pope
condemn all non-Christians as Satanists? No.
Read it in context and you realize he was telling
Catholics that if they are ignoring Christ, they
are working against him.
And the summer of 2016, in the wake of the
Orlando, Florida, nightclub shooting, CNN
reported, "Pope Francis says Christians should
apologize to gay people." Not quite. Read what
Pope Francis said, and you learn that in response
to a reporter’s insistent questions, Pope Francis
said Christians had nothing to do with Orlando,
but that we should all apologize to anyone we
have offended.

THIRD: Did St. John Paul II and Pope
Benedict XVI say the same thing as
Pope Francis? One thing that became
obvious in researching my book is that many
of the problems people have with Pope Francis
they should also have with St. John Paul II or
Pope Benedict XVI, too. For instance, all three
popes said similar things about global warming,
Benedict repeatedly said not to stress hotbutton issues such as abortion, and the three
are as one on economics.

FOURTH: Does the Catechism say
the same thing as Pope Francis? Rome
priest Father John Wauck made a great point
about Pope Francis. He said that much of the
astonishment people have at what Pope Francis
says is really their astonishment at what the
Church teaches. Many of his most shocking
statements are not shocking at all; they are
just Catechism quotes translated into everyday
speech. Pope Francis said, "If a person is gay and
seeks the Lord and has good will, who am I to

judge?" So does paragraph 2358 of the Catechism.
He upset some Catholics by defending Islam—
just like paragraph 841. There are many, many
more examples.

FIFTH: Ask WWJD, and then read the
Gospels to find out. One key truth kept
cropping up as I wrote the book. Pope Francis
knows the Gospels—very, very well. He loves
them. He lives them. He has formed his heart
according to them. He sees the poor at the
center of faith concerns —because the Gospels
do. He sees service as fundamental to our life as
Christians. Because the Gospels do. He is slow
to condemn. Because the Gospels are.
Above all he is a lover of the person of Jesus
Christ: The man-God who is revealed in all his
mystery and loveliness in the Gospels. In the
end, the best way to defend Pope Francis is to
remember that it ultimately isn’t him you are
defending. It is Jesus Christ himself.
— Tom Hoopes
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